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Abstract: 
 
"Here, There ... Everywhere: Teju Cole and the fait divers." 
 
Teju Cole is most commonly celebrated as a renovator of the modernist novel. His Open City (2011) uses the 
epic narrative form to map out as well as to interrogate the interconnections that create global modernity. 
The presentation aims to consider Cole's mapping and interrogation of interconnected modernity and its 
textual forms from a different, far more modestly scaled vantage point by examining the writer's use of the 
fait divers or miscellaneous new item in his project Small Fates. As will be argued, the project positions Cole 
as a renovator of the anecdotal as well an interrogator of textual production flows between the local and the 
global.   
 


